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• Hippocampus plays key role in differentiating 
interfering memories (1-3)

• Emotion can benefit memory in a multitude of ways 
(4), but emotional memories can be highly 
susceptible to interference (5)

• Some evidence that valenced stimuli influence 
hippocampal differentiation (6) 

• Current Study: How does emotional appraisal of 
highly similar neutral stimuli influence hippocampal 
differentiation?

• We will establish whether hippocampal differentiation is influenced by 
emotional appraisal 
• Does valence matter, or just similarity?

• What effect does differentiation have on underlying memories? 
• Differences in remembered valence?
• Differences in remembered content?

• Findings will be relevant to theories of hippocampus and emotional memory
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